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accordance with the Examiners suggestion and C'kiims 6, .19, and 29 have been canceled. 
Remaining independent ('lalms 13, 33, 42, and 52 have been sinularly amended. Accordingly, 
Applicants sisbmit that ail claims are in condition for allowavice. 

Claim Rejec tions Under 35 li.S.C. S 103(a) 

On page 2 of the Office Action, Claims 1-34 and 42-61 were rejected inider 35 U.S-C, 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,763,157 to Wliliains et ai. (hereinafter 
"Williams ■ 157") in vievv ofU.S. Patent No. 6,614,949 to Williams et al, (hereiriafter "WiHianis 
*949'*). As discussed above, independent Claims 1, 13, 14, 26, 33, 42, ajid 52 have been 
amended and are believed to be in condition for ailowaisce (along with their associated, dependent 
claims). 

Independent Claim 1 has been amended to recite, in part, that "die grouping trench 
extends .csinapletcly.d^^^^^^^ the common substrate" (emphasis added). Anierided indepeiident 
Claims 13, 26, 33, and 52 recite similar elements, lnd.ependent Claim 14 has been amended to 
.recite, in pan, that ^"the group is , , , separated from other groups by at least one grouping trench 
that extends completely througli the comm.on substrate.'' Independent Claim 42 recites, in part. 
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"'the grouping uejich e.xtcj-ds from the first pide o.f the conimon substrate through the cojrinion 
substmie to a second side of the common substra te opposite the first side of the ■common 
substrate."' Applicant respect&i.ly submits that WilliaifiS '157 and Williams '949 Ml to disclose, 
leach, or suggest such elements. 

On page 3 of the Office .Action, the Examiner acknowied.ged that Williams '157 fails to 
disclose, teach, or suggest a '^grouping trench." To cure the deficiencies of Wil liams - i 57, the 
ilxamhier asserted o.n page 3 of the Office Action that Wiliiaois '949 teaches a "grouping treocr. 
[that] extends into a ■common substrate." On page 12 of the Office Action^ the Examiner further 
stated that "grouping treuches are .U.snned beivvcen epoxy hardener snaterial 70 h\ hlgure 5 joi" 
Wllhams '949j within electro-optical elements 66 are formed." 

Bowever, Williams "949 fails to disclose, teach, or suggest a "grouping trench [that] 
extends completely tluongh the common substrate," as recited in Claims 1, 13, 26. 33, and 52, or 
that "the group is ... separated fions other groups by at least one grouping trench that extends 
completely through the common sobstrate," as recited in Claim 14., and that "the grouping trench 
extends irom the first side of the common substrate through the com.roon substrate lo a second 
side of the common substrate opposite the first side of the common substrate,"' as recited in 
Claim 42. Indeed, the Examiner appeared to acknowledge as much in stating that C-iaims 6, 19, 
and 29 (which recited that 'Ihe grouping trench extends eonMpletely through the common 
substrate") include allowable subject matter. 

In view of the above. Applicant respectfiilly submits that amended, independent ■Claims 1. 
13. 14, 26, 33. 42, and 52 and iheir respeaively associated dependent claims are patentable over 
Williams M57 and Williams '949. ,-vCGordingly, Applicant respectlislly rec|uests reGons.iderat!on 
and withdrawal of the rejection of Claims 1-34 and 42-61 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 
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h. is subn^itcd ihat. each ouistanding objeciioa and rejeciion to the Application iias been 
overcome, and that the Application is in a condition for allowance. Applicant respectfully 
requests consideration and allo wance of all pending ciairos, 

Ii should also be noted that although arguments have been presented with respect to 
certain claims herein, the recited subject matter as well as various other subject matter and/or 
combinations of subject matter may be patemable for other reasons. Further, the fail ore to 
address any statement by the Examiner herein should not be interpreted as acquiescence or 
agreemeni with such statement. Applicant expressly reserv^es the right to set forth additional 
and/or alternative reasons for patentability and/or allowance with the present Application or in 
any other inture proceeding, and to rebut any statement presented by the Bxanilner in this or 
other papers daring prosecution of the present Application. 

ll-e iiixansh-er is invited to contact the urKlersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone mterview would advance the prosecution of the present Application. 

The Commissioner is he?"eby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this Application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1,1 6-1 . 1 7, or credit .any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 1 9-074 1 . Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by the credh 
card payment instructions in I^FS-Web being incorrect or absent, resulting in a rejected or 
incorrect credit caixl transaction, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account .No. 19-0741. If any extension of time is needed for timely acceptance of 
papers submitted l-erewiilL. Applicant hereby petitions .for st-ch extension under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1. 1.36 an.d authorizes payment of any such c.KterLsion lee to Deposit ..Account No. 19-0741 , 
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